
Organizations, activists and
people from various profes-
sional and linguistic back-
grounds will observe April 26 as
International Seeds Day (ISD)
advocating for patent-free
seeds, organic food and farmers'
rights. ISD will be an educa-
tional day for the public to learn
about genetically modified food
and its health hazardous effects
and the agribusiness of major US
and European companies and
their monopoly over the agricul-
ture in Africa and Asia with em-
phasis on India, Iraq and
Afghanistan.  It will be a day of
solidarity with farmers in coun-
tries devastated by war
(Afghanistan, Iraq & others) and
of resistance: http://www.IN-
EAS.org/events.htm

Historically, the Iraqi constitu-
tion prohibited ownership of bio-
logical resources. Farmers in Iraq
have operated in a mostly free-to-
little-regulated, informal seed
supply system.  Farm-saved seeds
and the free exchange of planting
materials among farmers have
long been the basis of agricultural
practice in Iraq.  Yet all of this has
become history.  

On April 26, 2004, Paul Bremer,
the administrator of the Coalition
Provisional Authority (CPA), is-
sued and signed Order 81, which
prohibits farmers from reusing
seeds harvested from new vari-
eties registered under the law.
When ownership of a crop is
claimed, seed saving will be
banned and farmers will have to be
pay royalties to the registered, so-
called seed owner. 

Order 81 was signed on April
26, 2004 by Paul Bremer, the ad-
ministrator of the Coalition Provi-
sional Authority (CPA) in Iraq to
control Iraq's agriculture. The Or-
der was a declaration of war
against farmers.  Article 14 of this
law states  "Farmers shall be pro-
hibited from re-using seeds of pro-
tected varieties,"  Order 81 mends
Iraq's original law No. 65 on
patents, created in 1970.  

A “Greedy law, unjust law is
meant to be disobeyed”
http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=I-B1yU278z

The most significant part of Or-
der 81 is the subject of 'Plant Vari-
ety Protection' (PVP), which en-
sures not the protection of biodi-
versity, but rather the protection of
the commercial interests of USA
and European major seed corpo-
rations. In order to qualify for PVP,
seeds have to be 'new, distinct, uni-
form and stable'.  Therefore, the
sort of seeds being encouraged to
grow by corporations such as
World Wide Wheat Company
(WWWC), Monsanto and others
will be those registered under PVP. 

The law awarded US Corpora-
tions complete control over farm-
ers’ seed for 20 years. Iraqi farmers
had to sign an agreement to pay a
“technology fee” plus an annual li-
cense fee. Plant Variety Protection
(PVP) made seed reusing and sav-
ing illegal as well as “similar” seed
plantings punishable by severe
fines and imprisonment. Agribusi-
ness wants the same rights every-
where, including in the USA. This

will jeopardize the future of or-
ganic and independent farming.

According to Latha Jishnu,
senior editor of Business Standard
“Five years after Order 81 was
passed, farm activists across the
world have got together to mark
April 26 as International Seeds Day
to help Iraqi farmers to break the

vice-like grip of the global seed
companies. The campaign is coor-
dinated by the Institute of Near
Eastern & African Studies (IN-
EAS), based in Cambridge, Massa-
chusetts, and has got the backing
of some organisations in India. I
met Wafaa Al-Natheema of INEAS,
when she was in India earlier in
the year to drum up support for the

campaign, and she says the world
needs to respond to this threat to
agriculture. Iraqi farmers, like the
rest of the nation, are unaware of
this law and how it could turn their
world upside down. “They need
our help to learn how to retain
their seeds under these circum-
stances and how to lobby against
this unjust law.”  

http://www.business-stan-
dard.com/india/news/latha-
jishnu-order-81the-plunderfarm-
ing/353518/.

For more information:
The Institute of Near Eastern &

African Studies (INEAS)
1 (617) 86-INEAS (864-6327)  
INEAS@aol.com   INEAS_1994@ya-

hoo.com  Full text of Order 81:
http://www.trade.gov/static/ira
q_memo81.pdf 

People’s rights to water and food:
http://www.navdanya.org/or-
ganic/index.htm 

The agenda in Afghanistan & Iraq:
http://www.grain.org/brief-
ings/?id=217 
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April 26: International Seeds Day
Order 81: "Iraqi farmers shall be prohibited from re-using seeds of protected varieties," 


